
Raising Up Leaders, pt. 3 – World’s Greatest Leader 

 

Ephesians 4:11-14 - 11 And [Jesus] gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, 

12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13 until we all attain to the 

unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of 

the fullness of Christ, 14 so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about 

by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. 

 

Quote: Stephen Covey – “Leadership is communicating to people their worth and potential so clearly that they 

are inspired to see it in themselves.” 

 

1. Jesus Completely Depended on the Father 

 John 5:19 - So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of his own accord, 

but only what he sees the Father doing. For whatever the Father does, that the Son does likewise.” 

 John 12:49 - For I have not spoken on my own authority, but the Father who sent me has himself given 

me a commandment – what to say and what to speak. 

 Matthew 26:39 - not as I will, but as you will. 

 John 4:34 - Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to accomplish his 

work.” 

 Galatians 2:20 - I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; 

and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave 

Himself up for me. 

 

2. Jesus Understood that Being a Leader Means Being a Servant 

 John 13:12-15 – 12 When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments and resumed his place, 

he said to them, “Do you understand what I have done to you? 13 You call me Teacher and Lord, and 

you are right, for so I am. 14 If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to 

wash one another's feet. 15 For I have given you an example, that you also should do just as I have done 

to you. 

 Matthew 20:24-28 – 24 And when the ten heard it, they were indignant at the two brothers. 25 But Jesus 

called them to him and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great 

ones exercise authority over them. 26 It shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great among 

you must be your servant, 27 and whoever would be first among you must be your slave, 28 even as the 

Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 

 

3. Jesus Had a Thirst for Adventure 

 Mark 4:35-36 - On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, “Let us go across to the other 

side.” 36 And leaving the crowd, they took him with them in the boat, just as he was. And other boats 

were with him. 

 Mark 5:1 - They came to the other side of the sea, to the country of the Gerasenes. 

 Matthew 14:22-28 - 22 Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go before him to the 

other side, while he dismissed the crowds. 23 And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up on the 

mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 24 but the boat by this time was a 

long way from the land, beaten by the waves, for the wind was against them. 25 And in the fourth watch 

of the night he came to them, walking on the sea. 26 But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, 

they were terrified, and said, “It is a ghost!” and they cried out in fear. 27 But immediately Jesus spoke 

to them, saying, “Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.” 28 And Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, 

command me to come to you on the water.” 

 

4. Jesus Ignored the Critics 



 Quote: Teddy Roosevelt - “It is not the critic who counts; not the man who points out how the strong 

man stumbles, or where the doer of deeds could have done them better. The credit belongs to the man 

who is actually in the arena, whose face is marred by dust and sweat and blood; who strives valiantly; 

who errs, who comes short again and again, because there is no effort without error and shortcoming; 

but who does actually strive to do the deeds; who knows great enthusiasms, the great devotions; who 

spends himself in a worthy cause; who at the best knows in the end the triumph of high achievement, 

and who at the worst, if he fails, at least fails while daring greatly, so that his place shall never be with 

those cold and timid souls who neither know victory nor defeat.” 

  

 

 


